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A Note from the Artistic Directors
So much theater so little time!  Welcome to the O Solo Mama Mia Festival, 
featuring theater artists from our region, Providence, Ithaca, and New York 
City.  All of these shows were developed because of a basic human need: to 
tell a story, to bear witness, to share amazement, to retain perspective through 
humor.  We are grateful to the artists who are sharing their work with WAM 
as actors, writers, directors, and performers.  We think that �ve shows, in two 
locations�James Meader Theater in Troy, New York and the Storefront Artist 
Project in Pitts�eld, Massachusetts�is quite an achievement.  If you like what you 
see, come back�and see a di�erent double bill, or tell a friend, or buy a festival 
pass and see it all!  But above all thank you for coming out tonight, and joining us 
in something new (original solo theater) and something old (hearing a story).

WAM�s double philanthropic mission means that a portion of our proceeds from this 
event will go to an organization that lifts up the lives of women and girls. Tonight, 
that organization is Edna�s Hospital in Somaliland. The health of the people of 
Somaliland is among the worst in Africa, with one of the highest maternal and 
infant mortality rates in the world. The goal of the hospital is to train fully quali�ed 
health care professionals and to train and dispatch midwives throughout the 
country. Edna has a dream to train 1,000 community midwives and by being here 
tonight, you are helping make her dream and our dream for WAM Theatre a reality. 

Since launching WAM Theatre in January, 2010 we have produced two successful 
events and two sold out fundraisers, collaborated with over 100 theatre artists, of 
which over 70% were female, donated $2,500 to two bene�ciaries and performed 
for over 750 people! We remain grateful for the support that has made it all 
possible, which includes you being here today. If you�d like to continue to support 
our work, we encourage you to join our 100x100 Campaign, where we aim to 
raise 100 donations of $100 in 2011. We are nearly halfway there and will happily 
accept donations, of any amount, at the end of the evening. Together, we can use 
theatre to e�ect change for women and girls in our local and global communities.

We�ll see you again in November for the Berkshire Premiere of The Attic, The Pearls 
& Three Fine Girls by Jennifer Brewin, Leah Cherniak, Ann-Marie Macdonald, Alisa 
Palmer and Martha Ross. We are thrilled to announce that our bene�ciary for that 
production will be The Berkshire United Way Teen Pregnancy Prevention Initiative.

We thank our collaborators for this festival, Russell Sage College and Storefront 
Artist Project, and we thank you for supporting the arts and women and girls,

        
Leigh Strimbeck & Kristen van Ginhoven 
Co-Artistic Directors, WAM Theatre














