
Here’s how YOUR support changed WAM!

2022 Annual Report
WAM envisions a world where women and girls 
have equal opportunities and equal access to 
learning, earning, expression, and aspiration.

WAM Theatre’s mission is to create professional 
theatre with a focus on the stories of people 
who identify as women, and to use that art as 
activism to support opportunities for  
women and girls.

WAM pursues its mission by supporting 
storytelling of women’s lives through theatre, 
providing not only the message but also the 
means for other organizations to have a 
transformational effect on the lives of  
women and girls everywhere.

PO Box 7 12 • Lenox • MA • 01240 
413-274-8122 • info@wamtheatre.com

Photos by David Dashiell. 
W: Candace Barrett Birk in ESCAPED ALONE.  A: Kyra Davis in CADILLAC CREW. M: Kyle Boatwright in WAM's MisCast Cabaret 2022.  
Main picture: Cate Alston and Alicia P. M. Nelson in CADILLAC CREW.



December, 2022

Dear WAM Community & Supporters,As we head into our 14th Season, we want to uphold our commitment to 

ongoing practices of accountability, and give you an update on our continued 

work in inclusion, diversity, equity and accessibility (IDEA). 
Since releasing our last accountability action plan in January of 2021, we 

are proud that: our programming has centered stories of BIPOC women, we 

have grown the BIPOC leadership of our Board to over 50%, and that WAM 

has committed to pay equity by increasing pay and benefits for our artists 

and year-round staff.  All the changes that we have made are detailed below 

along with our ongoing commitments for 2023.
We are inspired by the growing diversity of our community and the stories that 

we are telling. We are also spurred on by the injustices perpetrated against 

local, national and global communities of women and other marginalized 

identities. 
As a performing arts non-profit, we acknowledge that we still have work to 

do further aligning our organization with our values, and we will continue 

to envision and implement our productions and community engagement 

activities in connection to these needs and in conversation with sister social 

justice organizations. 
We are ultimately accountable to YOU—the community that we work for and 

with—and so we once again ask for your feedback.  Please reach out to us 

with ways that we can be more accessible or inclusive: accountability@

wamtheatre.com
In Solidarity,

WAM Theatre Team & Board
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March 2023
Dear Friends & Supporters,
Together in 2022, we made trail-blazing, empowering theatre and innovative arts 
education programs available and accessible to people across our community and 
around the country. You helped us make this possible – THANK YOU!
Like you, we were spurred on by the continued injustices perpetrated against 
local, national, and global communities of women. Our Performance Season and 
Community Engagement Program explored ground-breaking narratives that 
centered on women taking control of their own lives (which proved far more vital 
than we hoped for). 
In 2022, we continued to partner with other arts venues and social justice 
organizations around the County. Working at the intersection of arts and activism, 
WAM holds a special position in the vibrant infrastructure of performing arts and civic 
engagement in the Berkshires, as we all work together to recover from the pandemic. 
This year we were proud to welcome four new Board Members: Donna Haghighat, 
Megan Sandberg-Zakian, Kim Stauffer, and Nicole M. Young-Martin. We also 
celebrated the dedicated service of Board President Wendy Healey in her final 
year of service, and we inaugurated our next passionate Board President, Toni 
Buckley. Plus, we moved into our new Creative Hub & Offices in Lenox!
Finally, we released our updated Accountability Plan sharing our continued actions 
in the work of equity, diversity, and inclusion, and we doubled down on our radical 
accessibility efforts, including initiatives such as more humane rehearsal hours, 
equitable ticket pricing, and free childcare.
Together we will continue to grow and create more opportunities for women and 
girls in 2023.
With appreciation,
Kristen & Molly
P.S. Don’t miss What The Constitution Means to Me running May 18-June 3.

Kristen van Ginhoven, Jessica Maldonado, Dori Parkman,  
Talya Kingston, Molly Merrihew, Kaia Jackson, Juliana von Haubrich, 
and Ericka Hanger at the 10-16-2022 opening performance of 
CADILLAC CREW in Shakespeare & Company's Tina Packer Playhouse.
Photo by David Dashiell.

WAM board and staff at WAM's MisCast Cabaret 2022. 
Photo by David Dashiell.

WAM 2022 TEAM 
Kristen van Ginhoven
PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Molly Merrihew
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
Talya Kingston
ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Dori Parkman
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
Kaia Jackson
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Ericka Hanger
COMPANY ADMINISTRATOR
Jessica Maldonado
DIGITAL MEDIA/PR MANAGER
Juliana von Haubrich
PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Gail M. Burns
PR & MARKETING ASSOCIATE 
Trenda Loftin
BIPOC STAFF ADVOCATE 
Laura Roudabush
MARKETING CONSULTANT 

2022 TEACHING ARTISTS
Tatiana Godfrey, Kaia Jackson,  
Talya Kingston, Winter Miller  

WAM 2022 BOARD 
Erica Barreto 
Toni Buckley   VICE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
Carolyn Butler   SECRETARY OF THE BOARD
Margaret Fluhr
Donna Haghighat   TREASURER OF THE BOARD
Wendy Healey   PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
Megan Sandberg-Zakian
Kim Stauffer
Nicole M. Young-Martin



 2022 Performance Season
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Photos by David Dashiell. Clockwise:
MaConnia Chesser, Kyra Davis, Alicia M. P. Nelson, and Cate Alston in CADILLAC CREW.
Candace Barrett Birk in ESCAPED ALONE. 
Alicia P. M. Nelson, Cate Alston, and MaConnia Chesser in CADILLAC CREW. 
Kyle Boatwright in WAM's MisCast Cabaret 2022.

Gathering around ground-breaking stories 
of empowerment in 2022, WAM Theatre:

  • Shared a dynamic FRESH TAKES Play Reading Series: The New Galileos by 
Amy Berryman at The Berkshire Museum, Bright Half Life by Tanya Barfield 
at Mass MoCA, and Escaped Alone by Caryl Churchill at the Mount.  

  • Celebrated our MISCAST Cabaret, a special benefit performance hosted 
by Jayne Atkinson, where WAM artists performed favorite Broadway 
songs from roles in which they would not traditionally be cast 

  • Provided equitable paid work to more than 35+ diverse 
theatre artists, creatives, and arts administrators who 
have been especially impacted by the pandemic 

  • Upheld our commitment to ongoing practices of accountability  
by releasing a public update with further action steps in our 
continued work in inclusion, diversity, equity, and accessibility

  • Produced CADILLAC CREW by Tori Sampson, championing 
a story that illuminated forgotten leaders who blazed the 
trail for desegregation and women’s rights
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 Community Engagement

WAM Theatre's 2022 Teen Ensemble. Photo by David Dashiell.

WAM Theatre's 2022 Teen Ensemble. Photo by David Dashiell.

Community Engagement is a central part of WAM Theatre’s activist mission.  
In 2022, we welcomed Kaia Jackson as our Director of Community Engagement 
and facilitated the following programming:
  • Paid our Teen Ensemble to concentrate on 

process over product, exploring themes of 
Afrofuturism during Spring Break

  • Offered two options for FREE child care 
during our Cadillac Crew Performances:  
on-site care for children ages 5-12, and 
at-home babysitting care subsidies

  • Facilitated Cadillac Crew materials and 
conversations for students including 
a study guide, artist talkbacks, and 
dramaturgical presentation

  • Commemorated Banned Books Week with 
“Erased Histories: A FREE Conversation 
Series” that explored the stories of Black 
and Indigenous Women who were Civil 
Rights pioneers

  • Hosted three FREE online workshops: 
Black Theatre Aesthetic and Improvisation 
with Tatiana Godfrey, and Playwriting with 
Winter Miller
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 2022 Recipient

Each year since the inception of WAM Theatre in 2010, as part of our arts and activism 
mission, WAM has chosen an organization/s to donate a portion of the proceeds from 
ticket sales from its main stage production. Even at the height of the pandemic when 
productions moved online, WAM remained committed to fulfilling this key element of 
our mission. In 2022, WAM was proud to have two special recipients:

Arise
Arise for Social Justice was founded 30 years ago in Springfield, 
MA, by women on welfare. Arise is a member-led community 
organization dedicated to defending and advancing the rights 
of poor people. Arise has worked on issues such as housing, 
homelessness, criminal justice, environmental justice, and 
public health. 

For more info visit arisespringfield.org.

Fair Fight
Fair Fight promotes fair elections around the country, 
encourages voter participation in elections, and educates 
voters about elections and their voting rights. Fair Fight 
Action brings awareness to the public on election reform, 
advocates for election reform at all levels, and engages in 
other voter education programs and communications. 

For more information visit fairfight.com.

These two vital organizations received a portion of WAM’s box office proceeds 
totalling $2,600 to continue the work that pushes us closer to gender equity.

Tanisha, Executive Director of Arise Springfield, with  
Kristen van Ginhoven and Molly Merrihew. Photo by David Dashiell.



 Financial Update

The national theatre and nonprofit landscape has been forever 
changed by the pandemic. For all of us, the period of financial 
recovery has just begun. Production, travel, and other operating 
costs continue to rise, as does the cost of providing living wages 
and equitable benefits to our employees. Plus, audience habits 
changed during the pandemic, and it is not yet known whether 
audiences will return to pre-pandemic levels. In light of these 
trends, the WAM Board and Team knew we would need to rely on 
a portion of our reserves during this first phase of recovery and 
budgeted for a deficit year.
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 Supporters
WAM gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the following 
individuals, foundations, sponsors, and government agencies 
that make our work possible. 

Alford-Egremont  
Cultural Council

Sabrina Allard
Lucy and J. Paul  

Allarie-Gosselin
Linda Altman
Julie Anderson
Anonymous
Shari and Stephen Ashman
Lyn and Richard Atkinson
Jayne Atkinson-Gill  

and Michel Gill
David Baecker
Sibylle Baier
Deb Banks
Lois Banta
Rose Barbba
Jane Barish
Amanda Barker
Don Barkin
Valerie B. Barr
Erica Barreto
Ana Barreto
Tanya Bartevyan
Kate Barton and Sam Craig
Ezekiel Baskin
Sue Baudoux-Genna
Michele Bauer and Chris Fader
James Berkheimer
Berkshire Media and  

Film Commission
Berkshire Museum
Berkshire Mountain Distillers
Berkshire Taconic  

Community Foundation
Wren Bernstein
Ashley and Brad Berridge
Allan Beth
Raye Birk
Melissa and John Bissell
Marilyn Bittman
Leanna James-Blackwell  

and Darnell Blackwell
Esther Blatt
Karen Bluestone
Kyle Boatwright
Ariel Bock and  

Jonathan Epstein
Hinda Bodinger
Vicki Bonnington and  

David Schecker
Stephanie Bosley
Boston Celtics
Brabson Library and 

Educational Foundation
Jeff & Marcella Bradway
Carolyn Brancato
Boston Bruins
BRAVA
Laura Brennan
Alison Brett

Jo Brisbane
Deborah Brothers
Adriana Brown
Maggie Buchwald
Bruce Buckley
Toni Buckley
Esther and Jack Budnick
Jane Burke
Lawrence Burke
Gail Burns
Helen Busby
Johnel D Bushell
Carolyn Butler
Margaret Cahill
Caroline Calkins
Brenny Campbell
Barbara Cardillo
James Caron
Mary Jo Carpenter
Leslee Carsewell
Cindy Carver
Mary Beth Caschetta  

and Meryl Cohn
Ellen Casey Boyd
Liam Castellan
Cosmo Catalano
Amber Chand
Shelley Chanler
Claudine Chavanne
MaConnia Chesser
David Clancy
Patrick Clancy
Karen Clark
Ellen Clarkson
Deborah Coconis
Kane Colarusso
Sharon Coleman
Ronnie Colley Cunningham
Donna Collins
Linda B. Colvin
Angela Combest
Nancy Comiskey
Gillette Conner
Joan and Peter Coombs
Joanne and Terence Cooney
Joan Cooney
Patty and Tim Crane
Susan Crim and Sylvia Smith
Ellen Croibier and Peter Levine
Judith Culver
Mary and Peter Curro
Dalton Cultural Council
David Dashiell
Emily Day
Liesel de Boor
Heidi and Raf deChief
Ute DeFarlo
Deborah Dennis
Karl M. & Vannaka Detlefsen

Melissa DeVit
Carol Diamond
Dianne Doherty
Bill Douglas
Kitty Drexel
John Dubois
Lisken Van Pelt Dus
Norma Lorena Dus
Janet Egelhofer
Sean Elias
Harley Erdman
Sumru Erkut
Patricia Farley-Bouvier
Mark Farrell
Wendy Federer
The Feigenbaum Foundation
Veronica Jacobson Fenton
Lynn M. Festa and  

Michael Nancollas
Judith Fetterley
Eva Fierst
Karel and Andrew Fisher
Hannah Fiske
Margaret and Howard Fluhr
Juliet Flynt
Chris Foster and Patrick White
Dorothy French
Julie Gale
Allison Galen
Zelda Gamzu
Garden Gables Inn
Tamarack Garlow
Ineke Garofalo
Evelyn and Thomas Garvey
Ginger Gascon Menard

WAM THEATRE, INC. 2022 BUDGET OVERVIEW

INCOME

Contributed Income

 $ 38,813 Corporate Support
 $ 163,715 Foundation and Government
 $ 131,838 Individual Donations

 $ 334,366  Subtotal Contributed Income

Earned Income

 $ 45,497 Total Ticket Sales
 $ 2,370 Other (contract services, co-production, 
   tuition, interest, merch, cash back  
   rewards, interest) 

 $ 47,867 Subtotal Earned Income

 $ 4,620  In-Kind Donations

 $ 386,853 Total Income

EXPENSES
 $ 76,455 Contract Services/Professional Fees
 $ 55,024 Pre-Production/Production Costs
 $ 66,015 Administration
 $ 292,374 Salaries and Benefits
 $ 2,500 Donation to Women’s Organizations
 $ 300 Donation from WAM

 $ 492,668 Total expenses

 $ (105,815) Deficit

Thankfully, we do not anticipate a deficit in 2023 and were 
able to cover the 2022 budget deficit with savings. Our end of 
year assets, made up of reserves and pandemic aid funding 
(including one low interest government loan) were $322,688. 
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Patricia Gay
Robin Gelfenbien
Lynn Gernert
Linda and John Gillespie
Jennifer Glockner
Marian Godfrey Gardner
Liz and Jesse Goodman
Richard Griesau
Barbara Griesau
Freda Grim and Dan 

Courchaine
Ani and Bill Grosser
Ginny Guenette
Donna Haghighat  

and Chris Dickinson
Bobbie Hallig
Oskar Hallig and Mike Zippel
Ellen Hand
Kathleen Haney
Karen Harbour
Joyce Hardman
Norman Harris
Beverly Hathaway
Eden-Reneé Hayes
Julie Candler Hayes
Wendy Healey
Alexandra Heddinger
Heather & Matt Heim
Marnie Henneman
Tamara Hickey
Holly Hill
Hinsdale-Peru Cultural Council
Mary Hoch
Merle Hoch
Peter Hofman
Lucy Holland
Alika Hope
Sarah Horowitz
Allen Huffstutter
Jeannie Hughes
Jurian Hughes
Joan and Jim Hunter
Kierstyn Hunter
The Huntington
Tommie Lou Hutto-Blake

Cathy Ingram
Carol R. Ireland
Adam Irick and Milton Lestz
Judythe A. Isserlis
Jennie and David Jadow
Lois Jensen
Gena Johnson
Gordon Josephson
Michelle Joyner
Alyce Kaplan
Julia Kaplan
Tziporah Kasachkoff
Gina Kaufmann
Blythe Kearney
Margaret Keller and  

Brendan Mathews
Barbara Kelly
Nina Keneally
Peter Kennedy
Hāna Kenny
Jeremy Kenny
Jeffrey Kent
Robin Kimbrough-Melton
Talya Kingston
Arlene Kirsch
Dr. Howard Koenig
Jean Koester
Jeffrey Konowitch
Maria Kopicki and Anna Martini 
Lorrin and Andrew Krouss
Carol Kuller
Vera Lecocq
Robert B. Lee M.D.
Mary DeMarco Lee
Lee Cultural Council
Stephanie F. Leeds
Michelle Leffler
Kevin Lempke
Lenox Cultural Council
Judith and Howard Levin
Regge Life
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Annabel Link
Katherine Lockridge
Michelle Lopez

Richard Lounello
Arwen Lowbridge
Jeff Lowenstein
Susan and William Lyon
Sherrie Lyons
William MacAnka
The Mahaiwe Performing  

Arts Center
Barbara Mahony
Avenneile Maloney
Ellen Manley and  

Gerry Kavanaugh
Sarah Marcus
Anne-Marie Mascaro
Massachusetts  

Cultural Council
Massachusetts Museum  

of Contemporary Art
Shawn & John Matel
Peggy Matthews-Nilsen
Allyn Maultasch
Corinna May
Joseph Mayer
Sara McCain
Lee McClelland
Nancy McIntire
David McMillin
Erin McNamara
Karen McNulty
Jeanne Mcteigue
KD Mcteigue
Molly Merrihew
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
Anne Messer and Dan Gordon
Jacqueline Metsma
Brian Mikesell
Estelle Miller
Tracy Miller and Kent Burnham
Gloria Miller and Macey Levin
Naomi Miller and  

Chris Rohmann
Lesley Miller
Winter Miller
Elisa Mishory
Alex Moorman
Michael Moran

Deborah Morris
Susan Morris
The Mount,  

Edith Wharton’s Home
Joanne Nanos
Judy and Alex Nardacci
Mary and Seth Nash
National Endowment  

for the Arts
Mary Agnees Nelen
Marilyn Nelkin
Lisa Nelson and  

Stephen Alsdorf
Alicia Nelson
Cheryl Nelson
Julie Nelson
Babette Neuberger
Judith Nevins
New England Foundation  

for the Arts
New York Hilton Midtown
Robyn Newhouse
Sandra Newman
Barbara Newman
Sopheap Nhim Ovitsky
Pamela Nicholls
Carol Noble 
Northern Berkshire  

Cultural Council
Laurie Norton Moffatt
Andrea Nunes
Karen O'Donnell  

and Peter Sheffer
Arthur Oliver
Once Upon a Mattress
Brenda Oppermann
Otis Cultural Council
Nancy Ovitsky
Kathleen Owen
MaryKate Owens
Sandra and Brandon Pantorno
Vivian Parker
Dori Parkman
William Patterson
Diane Pearlman  

and Jeffrey Diamond
Virginia Peniuk
Stephen Pepper
The Claudia K. Perles  

Family Foundation
Berkshire United Way
Kaitlyn Pierce
Frieda Pilson
George Pinney
Pizzeria Boema
POTUS Broadway Production
The Prairie Whale
Pooja Prema
Andrea Prestinario
R Alan Price
Lin Purwanti
Edith Pye
Eileen Quinn and  

John Tremblay
Mairin and Patrick Quinn
Alex Reczkowski
Kyle Reich
Deborah Reinisch
Linda and David Rhoads
Teresa Ribadeneyra

Karen Richards
Tracey and  

Christopher Richards
Bridget Rigas
Ellen Ring
Joanne Rogovin
Nancy Rohn
Carolina and Jim Rosenstein
Laura and Jeff Roudabush
Dan Ruderman
Scarlet Sock Foundation
Karen Rutschmann
Yasmin Ruvalcaba. Saludado
Marjorie Safran
Janis Sagarin
Bonnie Saks
Ruben Saldana, Jr.
Jo & Alan Samuels
Robert N. Sandberg
Megan Sandberg-Zakian
Jane Sanders
Carol and Merrill Sanderson
Sandisfield Cultural Council
Emilia Sargent
Linda Saul-Sena
Vanessa and Jay Sax
Eva Schegulla
Katie & Will Schmidt
Stephen Schottenfeld
Eileen Schuyler
Rose Scotch
Diane Scott
Victoria Seavey
John Sefton
Ariella Segal
Betsey Selkowitz
Gabrielle Senza
Barbara Serating
Leon Serra
Lara Setti
Andrea Sholler
Mark Shuster
Margaret Skaggs
Nancy Slack
Winfield Scott Smith
Dorothy Smith
W.S. Smith
Susan Solovay
Sally Soluri
Alice and Larry Spatz
Karen Spindel
Shannon Sponagle
Mark St. Germain
Kimberly Stauffer
Carol Stenger
Martha and Ronald Stewart
Stockbridge Cultural Council
Diane and Charles Sturtevant
Seema Sueko
Hannah Sukonick
Lenore and Paul Sundberg
Jonathan Swartz
Lily Swartz
Geraldine Swimm Schlesinger
Joan Taylor
Catherine and  

Henry Terwedow
Joni Thomas and  

Brian Harrison

June Thomas
Arlene Tolopko
Liana Toscanini
Tourist Hotel
Abby and Richard Tovell
Phyllis Trager
Tom Truss
Dawn Tucker
Lois Tucker Keating
Nancy Tunnicliffe
Judy Turtz
Zyggy Tylke
Sharon Ullrick
Judith Uman
Anne Undeland
Tammy and Dave Valicenti
Truus and Martin van Ginhoven
Quentin Van Ginhoven
Gwendolyn and  

Samuel VanSant
Mollie and James Venglar
Libby Villari
Barbara Viniar
Ellie von Wellsheim
Hannelore Voness
Carol Waara
Andrea Wagner
Jean Walker
Wards Garden Center
Gay Warner
Benjamin Warriner
Washington Cultural Council
Phyllis and Dale Webb
Susie Weekes
Andrea Weinberg
Francine Weinberg  

and Lawrence Strauss
Andrew Weinberger
Wendy Welch
William Welch
West Stockbridge  

Cultural Council
Laura Weston
Marjorie Wexler
Judith Wilkinson
Nancy Willie-Schiff  

and Peter Schiff
Danielle Wilson
Rachel Winell  

and Andrew Chanyi
Deb Winslow
Debra Wise
Terry and Jay Wise
Nina Wishengrad
Mark Witteveen
Ellen Wittlinger
Women's Fund of Western MA
Jackie & Paul Marshall Wong
Abby Wood Meczywor
Jeannie Marlin Woods
Alyssa and William Wright
Carolyn Yalkut
Charles Yanikoski
Nicole Young-Martin
Adam Zanler

WAM's MisCast Cabaret 2022. Photo by David Dashiell.



 2023 Season 2022 Sponsors

Supporter Sponsors

Patron Sponsors

Producer Sponsors 

Partner Sponsors 

Leader Sponsors

COMING SOON!

SUPPORT WAM 
WAM Theatre is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) dedicated to creating 
opportunities for women and girls through arts and activism. 
Funding from individual donors, and from public and private 
institutions, is critically important to realizing our mission.  
To make a gift or to learn more about WAM’s work, please visit us at: 

wamtheatre.com/support or call 413.274.8122.

Fall Cabaret Performance

Sunday July 16

Sunday July 23

Sunday July 30


